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into merchandise the efforts and sacrifices of the men and
women who are really God's servants."3
His answer to the papal encyclical, which he called The
Condition of Labor, grew under his pen to a book of 25,000
words. In it he explained carefully, and in what has been called
some of his best writing, how and why he differed from the
Anarchists and Socialists and what he advocated in the hope of
economic reform.
The book was published simultaneously in New York and
London, and, translated into Italian,4 was brought out in Rome
by the same firm which had recently published the Italian
edition of Progress and Poverty.5 A specially bound copy was
presented to the Pope through the medium of Monsignor
Caprini, Prefect of the Vatican Library. But George never re-
ceived a word of acknowledgment.
One of the most understanding reviews of the work, thought
George, appeared in the Swedenborgian periodical, The New
Church Messenger, from the brilliant pen of Alice Thacher, who
was to become the second wife of Louis F. Post. She contended
in this criticism that George 'lias never written anything that
more clearly, briefly and logically presents his conception of
economics-----Its author applies spiritual principles to the
solution of natural problems in reply to a supreme Church
dignitary who has applied in these problems principles that are
only natural----That the science of economics should be placed
on this spiritual level is much. That spiritual doctrine should be
brought down to the level of economics is much more. There is a
summing-up value in the fact that the Pope, speaking for the old
economics, says: Mature'; George, speaking for the new, says,
"By Nature you mean God/ "
Friends who had been alarmed at the author's recent physical
breakdown were relieved when they saw the power and
strength of his latest writing. "I have just finished the 'Letter/ **
wrote John Russell Young. "I envy you the vigor and truth and
splendor of your style which has not been surpassed in any
political writing since Burke. However, that is with me an old
opinion. Only I am more than pleased to find that your fltoess
has not dulled the temper of the sword, as I was afraid might
come,"6
The book had been written specifically "for such men as
Cardinal Manning, General Booth, and religious-Blinded me&
of all creeds,"7 It deeply touched some of them. Father Richard